Robert Drapala was an exchange
student from Simon Fraser University at
KU for the Fall 2005 semester. He is
back to Canada. Below are his thoughts
on KU.

Koc University is not a
place, it's an experience.
Being an exchange student
here will allow your mind to
open as you are submerged
in a cultural blend of great
historical traditions and
dynamic emerging lifestyles.

The Koc campus is beautiful, situated on a
hilllop away from the distractions of inner-city
Istanbul. The gated campus is flush with pine trees
and cobblestone roads that provide both the feeling
of excitement and relaxation. My second home at
Koc has been the fithess center facility that
seemingly stays open all day and night and is
absolutely free to use. Inside you will find it hard to
avoid the invitation to join fellow students engaged
in a game of basketball, soccer, tennis, or even
badminton.

The school is relatively small, and is
designed so that most students will pass through a
central area once or twice daily. The central area
provides a place to meet friends, have a bite to eat,
and pick up any necessary items from the grocery
store.

While you may think you are bumping into a
lot of familiar faces, you can be assured that there
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are a lot more faces that are recognizing you as
familiar. As an exchange student at Koc, you are a
minority and you definitely get noticed. The
received attention is great. People are very friendly
and overly helpful if you’re ever in need. The fellow
students are your best resource as they are never
too busy to make sure you are not confused or lost.

For me, the pace of life seems slow at Koc,
when being compared to Canada.  Students
routinely file into their classes
between 5 and 10 minutes after the
scheduled start time, and are
welcomed with numerous empty
seats to choose from.

Profs are often in the habit of
starting the class late to accommodate for the
majority of stragglers. The class attitude is often
relaxed and student-teacher communication seems
less formal.

Class sizes are small, with my largest class
having 50 students. Attendance is “mandatory” but
they do allow a certain number of forgivable
absences, which can seemingly be stretched to
accommodate the individual exchange student
needs. The profs are very friendly and helpful.

Koc University is a place for the exchange
student who is looking for an educational adventure.
The unique blend of Turkish and Western influence
on campus has provided me an immense amount of
insight into the cultural differences that exist in the
world. My experience at Koc has been eye-
opening, sometimes challenging, and always
exciting.

Robert Drapala

TOUR OF ISTANBUL FOR THE EXCHANGE STUDENTS
The tour will include some of the very important landmarks of Istanbul: St. Sophia, Blue
Mosque, Hippodrome, Topkapi Palace and the Grand Bazaar.

Participants will leave at around 9:00 am from KU and return of around 8:00pm. The date
of the tour will be announced. Please call 1851 for more information or e-mail



EXCHANGE STUDENTS ON CAMPUS FOR THE SPRING 2006 SEMESTER:

Alan Michael Beck, Ohio State University, International Studies
Kelly Davies, Simon Fraser University, Psychology
Karl Fils-Amie, UPENN, Elc. & Elt. Engineering
Lucia Janosikova, Bocconi, Economics
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EXCHANGE APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR THE SCHOOLS IN EUROPE IS
MARCH 15, 2006

Please research in advance and apply by March 15.

Names of our partner institutions in Europe:
*Aarhus School of Business, Aarhus, Denmark
Programs open to KU students: CASE

*Universita Commerciale Luigi Bocconi, Milano, Italy
Programs open to KU students: CASE

*Bordeaux Business School, Bordeaux, France
Programs open to KU students: CASE

*Universita’ Degli Studi Di Firenze, Firenze, Italy
Programs open to KU students: CASE, CAS

*Universitat Konstanz, Konstanz, Germany
Programs open to KU students: CL

*University of Groningen, Netherlands
Programs open to KU students: Intl Rel.

*University of Tilburg, Netherlands
Programs open to KU students: CASE, CAS

*WHU, Otto Beisheim Graduate School of Management, Vallendar, Germany
Programs open to KU students: CASE

*Bl Norwegian School of Management, Oslo, Norway.
Programs open to KU students: CASE

Please visit the Exchange Website at
http://exchange.ku.edu.tr for more information
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INTERNATIONALIZATION
OF OUR CAMPUS

One of KU’s goals is to have a
more  diverse student body.
Currently KU has approximately
30 international students. This
number is to be 150 in the near
future. We all need to be more
active and responsible for the

internationalization of our student body.

Here are some of the areas we need to improve on:

We need the time and afford of the faculty in
helping create new partners for the purpose of
signing new exchange agreements.

Faculty and staff should engage international
students academically and socially, as they play
a critical role in involving international students.
We need faculty to be more supportive in the KU
exchange student’s course selections at the host
institutions. Satisfied KU exchange students will
be more effective in helping recruit international
students for KU.

Students should be encouraged to apply to the
exchange programs - some of the spots at the
partner institutions are not filled due to lack of
student interest.

Exchange office will be the center for your
questions about the exchange process.

Students who go on an exchange program are
responsible for representing KU abroad.

Faculty is also eligible for the exchange
programs, especially in the context of the
Erasmus Faculty mobility. Please consult with
your college Erasmus coordinator or with the
exchange office to obtain information on the
process.

KU should be the leading school among the exchange
programs in Turkey. To achieve this, we need your help.
Please visit the exchange website for more information:
http://exchange.ku.edu.tr

Bilgen Bilgin, Ph.D. / Dean of Students

SELECTED STUDENTS FOR THE
EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR THE 2006 /

American University
Hakan Bilgutay
Lian Ozsarfati
Ozde Durukan

Gizem Miiftlioglu

DePauw Univesity
Salih Zeki Tillem
Selin Ozen

Georgetown University
Burgin Yalginkaya
Yasin Kirsat Onder

Simon Fraser University
Kaan Olcayto
Deyvi Mizrahi

Singapore Management University
Gul Lug
Latfiye Thtincu

University of Waikato
Melih Abuaf

UPENN
Can Yagh
Cen Hazar

York University
Burcu Mazicioglu

* These students need to confirm their participation in the
program with Gorkem Arsoy by February 6, 2006.

* First year students’ nominations will be announced once
the grades are declared by the Registrar's Office

Secretary and the Treasurer.

We need at least four members for the following positions: President, Vice President,

Internatioanal Student Club will be a group of students from KU who come together
to share each other’s cultures and backgrounds and to provide support for those who are
new to this country. ISC also will promote international awareness to the KU campus by

building an active International Community at KU as well as promoting international cultures via social events.
Please e-mail Gorkem Arsoy, Exchange Programs Coordinator if you are interested in serving as an
officer. Members are also welcomed.

Contact Information: garsoy@ku.edu.tr / Tel: 0.212.338.1851 / Office Location: Office of the Dean of Students,
Administrative Building A, Ground Floor



ERASMUS’UN MUTLAK DEGERI: AARHUS’A DEGER BiCEMEDEN GERi DONMEK

Danimarka'nin Aarhus kentinde, Aarhus School of Business'ta (ASB), gegirdigim dénemin ardindan,
simdi evimde bir koltukta oturmus, dénem sonunda Turkiye'ye donmek Uzereyken beni Aarhus'tan
Hamburg'a goéturen trende gecirdigim 6gle sonrasini hatirliyorum. Bir yandan geride kalan G¢ buguk
ayin muhasebesini yaparken diger yandan orada biraktigim anlari yad ediyor, yanimda goétlirmekte
oldugum anilari cebimden gikarip tekrar tekrar sayiyordum. O kisa zaman diliminde aklimdan pek cok
sey gecti. Mezun olmak igin almam gereken ders sayisini daha 6nceden azaltmig oldugum igin
akademik agidan tamamen kendi isteklerim dogrultusunda derslerimi segme sansim oldu. Bunun
sagladigi rahatlik disinda Ogrenci niifusunun ¢ok da fazla olmadigi bu okulda (yaklasik 2500 égrencisi
olan bir okul ASB) 200'Un Gzerinde degisim programi 6drencisiyle birlikte iyi planlanmis bir oryantasyon
haftasiyla baslayan ve dénem boyunca siren bir tanigikligim ve kimileriyle de arkadasliklarim oldu. Danimarkali 6grencilere
eklenen degisim Ogrencisi kalabaligi icerisinde AB Turkiye iliskilerinden Noel alisverigsine kadar birgok konuda yapitigim o
tatli-sert ancak bir o kadar da degerli tartismalardan tutun da firsat buldukga sehirden sehre-llkeden Ulkeye gezerken
gordiiklerime kadar, neredeyse her an, etrafimdakilerle konustukga ve olup bitenleri gézlemledikce yerkirenin kag yiizi, kag
kosesi olduguna dair sirekli netlegen bir resim elde ettigimi anladim. Belki de katildigim Erasmus Ogrenci Degisim
Programi'nin esas amaci da benim durdugum yerden gériildiigii kadariyla buydu. Higbir tarafi Istanbul'a benzemeyen ufak
bir blylksehir olan Aarhus'ta, hi¢cbir hali Tlrkiye'ye benzemeyen hatta bazi agilardan "Avrupa'nin Avrupa'si" olarak
nitelendirilebilecegim Danimarka'da, bir degisim 6grencisi olarak "uzaklarda" olmanin verdigi 6zgurlik ve degisim hissine, -
sagladigi fiziksel imkanlar Kog Universitesi'ndekilere gok benzese de- egitim anlayisi farkli ve yine nitelikli olan bir okulda
calismanin kazandirdigi deneyime deger bicmek neredeyse imkansiz. Ayrica ASB'nin, exchange 6grencilere 6zel olarak her
gliz doneminde diizenledigi Avrupa Konseyi ve Avrupa Parlementosu gezisi ya da okulun igerisinde sehrin en geng ve
hareketli kullplerinden bir tanesinin bulunmasi gibi hos suirprizler de ASB'deki Erasmus deneyimini bagka
Ulkelerdeki/sehirlerdeki okullardan ayiran ¢zelliklerdi. Aslinda trende gecen o hatirlama seansinda onume serilen resme dair
buraya yazacaklarimi uzatsam da kisaltsam da sdylemek istediklerim yarim kalir gibi geliyor bana. Cinkl bence, Kuzey
Denizi'nin kiyisinda da bulunsaniz Fransa'nin glineyine de gitseniz Erasmus kisa ve tath bir riiyadir; hem de daha uzag,
daha net gosteren bir riyadir. Donlince anlatacaklariniz bagkalarini tatmin etmese bile kendiniz icin edindikleriniz ve
hatirlayacaklariniz size yetecek de artacaktir.

Ahmet Giindogan, Business Administration

EXCHANGE PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS & RANKINGS OF THE TURKISH UNIVERSITIES

We had nine exchange students on campus for the Fall 2005 semester and all of them are back to their home countries.
Their names and where they came from are as follows:

e  Students from Bocconi, Italy: Camilla Crescenzi, Carmelo Pennisi, Karol
Kaczmarczyk, Marta Losa Novara, and Silvia Zappacosta.

Marc Shields, University of Waikato, New Zelland (Fall & Spring 2006)
Robert Drapala, Simon Fraser University, Canada

Shu Fen Loke, Singapore Management University, Singapore

o | Christian Decker, American University, Washington D.C.

The number of KU Undergraduate Exchange Students studied abroad during the Fall 2005 and Spring 2006 semesters is 16.
Their names and where they went are as follows:

Betiil Keles, Simon Fraser University e Nesligll Kulaksiz, American University

Isil Canitez & Kaya Bayvas, Singapore e  Ahmet Giindogan, Aarhus School of Business
Management Unv e Alperen Gilal, Bordeaux Business School
Derya Hiz & Firat Gelbal, UPENN e Cihan Peker, Nazl Kerestecioglu, Nesligdl
Aysegul Strenkdk & Nilay Caferoglu, Akcura & Zeynep Dogan, Bocconi
Georgetown Unv e Ugurcan Vurgun, University of Tilburg

e Aksel Kesapyan, DePauw University

Turkish Universities with the highest rate of Erasmus exchange students — outgoing students only. Majority of these
students prefer to go to France, Germany, Holland, and Italy.

istanbul Teknik Universitesi 123 Bogazici Universitesi 42 Hacettepe Universitesi 34

Ege Universitesi 99 Sabanci Universitesi 42 Gazi Universitesi 33
Cukurova Universitesi 84 Akdeniz Universitesi 40 Bilkent Universitesi 29
Anadolu Universitesi 71 Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi 38

Istanbul Universitesi 67 Marmara Universitesi 36 These numbers reflect the 2004/05
Galatasaray Universitesi 57 Slleyman Demirel Unv 34 Academic Year.
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