Greetings from the University of Cincinnati!  

As always, we are looking forward to hosting exchange and visiting students. We hope to provide your students with an enriching experience both inside and outside of the classroom. Just last month we welcomed 1, 029 new international students. The make-up of that group is 88 exchange and visiting students, 243 undergraduates and 698 graduate students. More than 900 attended the New International Student Conference. We are excited about the diversity international students bring to our campus and we look forward to increasing those numbers! 

Now that Fall Semester 2015 has begun it is time to start planning for Fall Semester 2016.  As communicated to your earlier, UC International Services has taken over responsibility for incoming exchange and visiting students.  Having gone through one admission cycle, there are some critical issues we want to address moving forward.  This communication and the attached documents should clarify all the issues.  If you need further clarification please contact myself and Ms. Brittney Smith (brittney.smith@uc.edu) with questions.

Application/Nomination Procedures

Every exchange/visiting student application will require a formal nomination by partner institution and a completed Exchange/Visiting Student application (see attached).  The nomination must come from the partner institution should include the following details:  full name; date of birth; gender, email address; discipline/major of intended study; email address.  Nomination deadlines are March 1st for Fall Admits and September 1st for Spring admits, but the earlier the better.  If any of you have students interested in attending Spring Semester 2016, please send those nominations immediately. 

Every student will need to submit a completed Exchange/Visiting Student application to us directly.  The application deadline for our receiving the fully completed application for Fall 2016 is April 1st. The deadline for Spring 2017 is October 1st.   You should provide students with the applications directly but we will follow up with each of them separately once we receive your nomination.  Students should be encouraged to submit applications before the deadline date, but they must be submitted no later than this date.  Moving forward, late applications will not be accommodated.  Receiving completed applications by the deadline will allow our colleges/departments to assess their capacity to host the exchange/visiting students as a collective as early as possible.  It will also allow us to better negotiate course selection, housing and orientation needs for the incoming students.  

When submitting the applications it is important that students complete the application fully and correctly.  For example, many students leave the Education Background (especially high school information) and Academic Plan sections blank.  In addition, addresses are often incomplete (missing postal codes or street numbers) and many students don’t include things like a personal email address.  We need the institutional coordinators to help explain the application process to the student and make it clear that applications must be complete before submitting them to us. 

English Language Proficiency

As we reported last year, there are new U.S. federal requirements for establishing English proficiency.  With the 2016 intake there will be no flexibility in admitting students who do not meet the criteria established on the application.  Please make sure you have reviewed the information on English proficiency and communicate this to the applicants so they can take the appropriate tests in time to meet our application deadline.

UC Student Health Insurance

This past intake there was been great confusion related to UC’s student health insurance requirement.  ALL international students are required to purchase the University of Cincinnati student health insurance policy upon enrollment.  While there is an opportunity for students to submit a waiver, foreign based policies are NOT accepted.  We had many students who purchased a foreign based policy, assuming they would be able to waive the UC policy.  Getting an insurance waiver approved is highly unlikely and students should prepare to enroll in and pay for UC Student Health Insurance.  In addition, all new international students are required to have a health screening which involves a TB test. The cost of this service is $80 and is charged directly to the student bill.

Important Dates

Please note, classes being on August 22, 2016.  Exchange and visiting students should arrive on August 13th and 14th only.  The mandatory international student check-in takes place on August 15th. Students should plan to attend other college/departmental orientations that week as well. 

	Fall Semester 2016

	August 13-14
	Arrival Days (please only arrive on these days)

	August 15
	Immigration Check-In

	August 16
	New International Student Conference

	August 17-18
	College Orientation

	August 22
	Fall Semester Begins

	December 9
	Fall Semester Ends

	Spring Semester 2016

	January 4-5
	Arrival Days (please only arrive on these days)

	January 6
	Immigration Check-in and Academic Advising

	January 6
	New International Student Conference

	January 11
	Spring Semester Begins

	April 27
	Spring Semester Ends



UC Tuition & Fees 2016/2017

Below are the established costs for exchange/visiting students.  It is important that students understand which classification they being given as exchange students pay tuition at the home institution while visiting students pay tuition directly to UC.  As a result, visiting students must document higher levels of support to be issued an I-20 or DS-2019 form.  Students must include their financial documents as part of the application process.

	Student Exchange Programs

	Living expenses one semester programs
	$5,375

	Living expenses two semester programs
	$10,750

	Health Insurance
	$1,161

	TB Test
	$80.00



	1 Semester Visiting Student Program

	Undergraduates
	Post-Graduates

	Tuition                  $13,167
	Tuition                 $13,105

	Living Expenses  $  5,375
	Living Expenses  $  5,375

	Health Insurance $  1,161
	Health Insurance $  1,161

	Total                    $19,703
	Total                    $19,641



	2 Semester Visiting Student Program

	Undergraduates
	Post-Graduates

	Tuition                  $26,334
	Tuition                 $26,210

	Living Expenses  $10,750
	Living Expenses  $10,750

	Health Insurance $  2,322
	Health Insurance $  2,322

	Total                    $39,406
	Total                    $39,282



Many of our partners have asked that we provide a fact sheet detailing many of the items discussed in this message.  A Fact Sheet is attached for this purpose.

We look forward to working with you on the next cohort of students coming to UC.  If you have any questions about any of the information discussed or attached, please let us know.

Ron Cushing, Director
UC International Services
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